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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers. They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be made available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or
other formats: please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for the Afan Valley:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

The Afan Valley consists of the wards of Cymmer, Glyncorrwg, Gwynfi and Pelenna,
which contain the settlements of Abergwynfi, Blaengwynfi, Cymmer, Croeserw,
Glyncorrwg, Cynonville, Abercregan, Dyffryn Rhondda, Pontrhydyfen, Efail Fach and
Tonmawr.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population of the Afan Valley was 6717 residents.

Cymmer has the largest population in the spatial area and contains a slightly ageing
population. Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi on the other hand have a younger population
with high numbers aged 16 and under. Pelenna has low levels of young people in
general and a higher than average number of residents aged 30-74.

The data suggests that between 2001 and 2005 the population in each ward fell
resulting in a decrease in population of 191 residents within the spatial area as a
whole. The Gwynfi ward witnessed the largest fall in population amounting to 113.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the Afan Valley area illustrates that like much of Neath Port
Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

Pelenna is the only ward in the area that has a higher number of residents compared
to the Neath Port Talbot (18%) and Welsh average (21%) with Welsh Language
skills.

2.4 Health

The health indicators suggest that poor health may be an issue in the Afan Valley.
In all wards, an above average percentage of the population suffer from a long term
limiting illness which is also reflected in the percentage of the population who describe
their health as not good.

Residents in Cymmer and Gwynfi have particularly poor health with nearly 38% of
the population suffering with a limiting long term illness compared to the Welsh
average of 23.27%.

2.5 Housing

According to past building rates there has been limited development within the spatial
area over a 12 year period. Between 1997 and 2003 no houses were built. In recent
years however a small number of houses have been built on small sites (under 10
houses).

With the exception of Pelenna, the area has a high number of people in rented
accommodation and a low percentage of owner occupied housing. Nearly a third of
households in Cymmer are rented from the Council.

5.8% of properties in Gwynfi are without central heating which is above average for
the County Borough.
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2.6 Employment and the economy

Historically the coal mining industry was a major employer in the Afan Valley.
Following their closure the communities in the Afan Valley suffered from widespread
job losses. Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi continue to suffer from low levels of
employment and correspondingly higher levels of unemployment. In addition, one in
five of the population are not in work as they are permanently sick or disabled.

Unemployment levels in the Afan Valley have fluctuated over the 5 year period and
in June 2008 remained above the 2004 level. Over this time period, with the exception
of Pelenna, the unemployment levels have remained above average for Neath Port
Talbot andWales. Unemployment levels in Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Pelenna peaked
in June 2005 and in Gwynfi in June 2007.

In all wards an above average percentage of the population, for both Neath Port
Talbot and Wales, are employed within the agriculture, forestry, construction,
administrative, cleaning or sales sectors. With the exception of Pelenna, the numbers
employed as managers and senior officials or in professional occupations are slightly
below the Neath Port Talbot and Welsh average.

A high proportion of the population within the Afan Valley work within the
manufacturing industry which is higher than the Neath Port Talbot average. In all
wards there are above average numbers, compared with the County Borough average,
employed in the construction industry. Reflecting the tourism and natural environment
potential in the Afan Valley, Cymmer and Glyncorrwg in particular have above average
numbers employed in agriculture, forestry and in hotels and catering. The percentage
of residents working within such sectors however is lower than the Welsh average.
Pelenna contains above average numbers of residents employed in health and social
work, and in real estate, renting and business activities.

2.7 Communities First Areas

The Welsh Assembly has developed a long term programme which aims to improve
opportunities and the quality of life of the most disadvantaged communities in Wales.
The Communities First Areas, were identified as they are in the top 10% of the most
deprived wards in Wales. The Upper Afan Valley and Pelenna are such areas and
Action Plans have been developed, in partnership with the local community on how
improvements can be made in Pelenna and in the wards of Cymmer, Glyncorrwg
and Gwynfi.

2.8 Index of multiple deprivation

According to the index of multiple deprivation the Afan Valley contains some of the
most deprived communities in Neath and Port Talbot. The data shows that Cymmer
2, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi are overall in the top 25% of the most deprived wards in
Wales with Cymmer 2 the most deprived ward in Neath Port Talbot. Cymmer 2 is
ranked first in NPT for employment and education, second for community safety,
fourth for income and eighth for health.
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Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi are also in the top 25% of the most deprived wards in terms
of income and education, and along with Cymmer1 for employment and health. In
addition Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi are ranked third and thirteenth most deprived
respectively for housing in relation to NPT as a whole.

Cymmer and Pelenna rank worse in terms of access to facilities than the other three
lower super output areas in Neath Port Talbot.
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3.1 Facilities and services

3.1.1 Retail and banking facilities

Cymmer is the main retail centre for the Afan Valley and contains a limited range of
shops and services such as a HSBC bank which helps to meet the day-to-day needs
of its residents. The facilities and services in Cymmer serve the wider area, provide
a focus for the surrounding communities, and help to reduce traffic and congestion
by reducing the number of people who have to travel further afield. Limited banking
facilities are also provided within local Post Offices in Glyncorrwg, Blaengwynfi,
Cymmer, Croeserw, Dyffryn Rhondda, Tonmawr and Abergwynfi (although this
branch is proposed for closure).

There are retail units, including local convenience stores, in Abergwynfi, Blaengwynfi,
Croeserw, Glyncorrwg and Pontrhydfen/Efail Fach. A Co-Operative store is also
located in Blaengwynfi and serves the Upper Afan Valley. There are no retail facilities
in Cynonville, Dyffryn Rhondda, Abercregan or Tonmawr (with the exception of a
Post Office).

In 2008 there were also a high number of vacant retail units in the Afan Valley; 4 in
Blaengwynfi, 2 in Glyncorrwg, 1 in Dyffryn Rhondda, 3 in Croeserw and 1 in Cymmer.

Maesteg, Port Talbot and Neath also serve the retail needs of communities in the
Afan Valley and will draw people away from the area providing competition for the
shops and services within the Valley.

3.1.2 Education

There is a comprehensive school serving the Valley in Cymmer and primary schools
are located at Abergwynfi (a new school is also being built to replace the infant and
junior school), Cymmer, Croeserw, Glyncorrwg, Dyffryn Rhondda, Pontrhydyfen and
Tonmawr. One primary school is located within the Pelenna ward and children will
also attend the primary school in neighbouring Oakwood which is included within the
Port Talbot spatial area. Older children are more likely to attend the Comprehensive
School at Cefn Saeson in Cimla which, although outside the Afan Valley, is closer
than Cymmer Afan.

Adult Education courses are provided throughout the Afan Valley with the widest
range, including Tai Chi, ICT and Welsh classes, provided at Cymmer Local Action
Centre on station road in Cymmer. Satellite centres are also located at Abergwynfi
Junior School, Croeserw Community Centre, the Noddfa Centre and Ponds in
Glyncorrwg and Tonmawr Community Centre. In addition, Blaengwynfi social centre
offers lifelong learning and hosts a library and computer suite and facility.

In terms of library facilities there are branch libraries in Blaengwynfi and Cymmer
Afan however the opening times are limited. Efail Fach, Pontrhydyfen, Tonmawr,
Cynonville and Glyncorrwg are also served on a fortnightly basis by the mobile library
service.
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3.1.3 Health facilities

The Afan Valley GP practice is located in Glyncorrwg with a branch located at the
Gwynfi health centre in Blaengwynfi. Cymmer is also served by a health centre.
There are no dentists or opticians within the Afan Valley and pharmacies are only
located in Blaengwynfi and Cymmer.

For other facilities the residents have to travel outside the Valley.

3.1.4 Leisure and recreation

There are a range of leisure facilities in Cymmer including a community swimming
pool and a number of community centres. There are no facilities in Cynonville, Dyffryn
Rhondda and (with the exception of a church) in Abercregan however the other
communities are served by at least a community centre, public house and place of
worship.

There is a Sport and Fitness centre in Tonmawr, and Blaengwynfi social centre
includes a snooker room, fitness suite and sports hall. The Cymmer Afan
Comprehensive and Primary Schools are community focussed schools, which allow
the local community to use some of their facilities out of school hours.

The Afan Forest Park Centre is an important focus for mountain bike routes.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

The Afan Valley is located in beautiful scenery surrounded by hills and vast areas
of woodland hence large areas of forestry commission and open access land serves
the communities. These areas are well linked to the built up areas by footpaths and
bridleways. In addition, there is a cycle route along the Valley floor which forms part
of the Afan Valley cycle route, a route linking Abercregan with Glyncorrwg, a route
linking Pontrhydyfen to Blaengwynfi, and multiple mountain bike routes within the
forest park.

All of the wards are served by rugby and football pitches, bowling greens and tennis
courts, however, in relation to the population which these facilities serve there is a
deficit in provision in Glyncorrwg, Gwynfi and Cymmer. With the exception of Pelenna,
there is ample provision of land for informal recreation. The Afan Valley is also well
served by allotments with sites in Cymmer, Cynonville, Blaengwynfi and Glyncorrwg.
Children’s play areas are located in Cymmer, Croeserw, Blaengwynfi, Glyncorrwg
and Tonmawr.

There is a fire, ambulance and a police station in Cymmer. Glyncorrwg contains a
newly built mountain bike centre to cater for tourists visiting the Afan Forest Park
and the renowned mountain bike trails. The Afan Forest Park and Glyncorrwg ponds
are important recreational resources for residents of the Valley and people from
outside the area.

Abercregan has the only registered village green in the County Borough.
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Assessment of individual wards can suggest whether there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards in the UDP, however, when considering these
results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by facilities
in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider whether
provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved. In particular the
vast areas of countryside and forestry land in the Afan Valley may compensate
somewhat for the lack of formal provision.

3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

The road system is heavily influenced by the Valley’s topography with several Valleys
having a single road access. Junctions in some locations are difficult, while bridges
able to carry heavy vehicles dictate bus and lorry routes

Car ownership levels are low in Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi with over 41% of
the population having no access to a car or van.

3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
may lead to social isolation.

Despite the low levels of car ownership approximately 70% of the population in the
Afan Valley travel to work by car. Above average numbers travel to work by public
transport and over 10% of the population in Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi travel
to work on foot or by bike.

The majority of residents in Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi travel more than 10km
to their workplace with a high proportion travelling between 10 and 20km. In Pelenna
a high proportion of the population work less than 10km from their residence.

The majority of the population in the Afan Valley work within Neath Port Talbot. A
high proportion (between 25-33%) of residents in Cymmer, Glyncorrwg and Gwynfi
also work within the neighbouring ward of Bridgend and nearly 14% of the population
of Pelenna work in neighbouring Swansea.

3.4 Public transport

Access to public transport provision is very important in the Afan Valley especially
as over 40% of the population of Cymmer, Gwynfi and Glyncorrwg have no access
to a car. Provision is however limited with many of the services requiring a change
in bus.

From Monday to Saturday there are no direct services to Port Talbot from Croeserw,
or to Port Talbot and Maesteg from Abergwynfi, Blaengwynfi and Glyncorrwg;
residents must change buses at Cymmer. There are hourly bus services fromCymmer
to Port Talbot and a service every 15 minutes to Maesteg. Residents of Pontrhydyfen,
Efail Fach and Tonmawr are served by an hourly bus service to Neath.
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On a Sunday all communities, except Croeserw, are served by an hourly service to
Neath and a connection to Maesteg can be made at Cymmer. There are no direct
services from any of the communities to Port Talbot on a Sunday.
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate resources

No mineral operations exist within the Afan Valley.

4.2 Renewable Energy

The Assembly Government outlined within TAN 8 Strategic Search Areas which are
considered to have potential for large scale wind farm development. Many of the hills
overlooking the Afan Valley were included in Strategic Search Area F. The County
Borough subsequently refined the areas in its Interim Planning Guidance (July 2008),
but considerable potential for wind farm development is identified.

Ffynnon Oer wind farm is located within the Afan Valley which contains 16 turbines
and is currently operational.

4.3 Waste

The Cymmer Household Waste Recycling Centre (or Civic Amenity) provides waste
disposal and recycling facilities for householders.
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5.1 Air Quality and Noise Pollution

There are no apparent air quality or noise pollution problems. Former industrial sites
may have localised areas of ground contamination and mine water contamination
has been a problem in the past, in particular at Glyncorrwg. This, however, has been
successfully addressed by the Glyncorrwg Ponds project.

5.2 SSSIs and areas of nature conservation

There are no conservation areas, Ramsar sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSIs), Local Nature Reserves or Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) within the
Afan Valley.

5.3 Built Heritage

There are no conservation areas within the Afan Valley. The mining museum located
at Afan Forest Park and a range of ancient monuments reflects the Valley’s industrial
heritage. There are 29 listed buildings in the Afan Valley, the majority of which are
located in Cymmer.
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